Christmas Day

An a Capella Christmas Morn!

9:00am Holy Eucharist
December 25, 2025

Saint Dunstan’s Episcopal Church




Welcome to St Dunstan’s!
ST. DUNSTAN'S We are glad you are here!

St. Dunstan’s acknowledges that the land on which we gather, and which we steward,
is the historic territory of the Rumsen and Esselen peoples, who cared for this land
throughout the generations. We give thanks for their strength and resilience in pro-
tecting this land, and aspire to uphold our responsibilities according to their example.

The clergy and staff of St. Dunstan's wish you a blessed Christmas season
and peace in the coming year!

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

All stand at the ringing of the bell.

Processional Hymn 83 O Come all ye faithful Regent Square
vss 1-3
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10 come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful  and tri - um - phant, O
2 God from God, Light from Light e - ter - nal,
i3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex - ul - ta - tion,
*4 See how the shep-herds, sum-moned to his cra-dle,
*5 Child, for us sin - ners poor and in the man-ger,
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1 come ye, O come__  ye to Beth - le - hem;
2 lo! he ab - hors not the Vir - gin’s  womb;
3 sing, all  ye ci - ti-zens of heaven a - bove;
4 leav - ing their flocks, . draw___ nigh to gaze;
5 we would em - brace thee, with love and awe;
B g o o — o { ‘:I‘g:ﬁ
2 I ] r — s ]9 1 va L i <



Priest
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1 come, and be - hold him, born the King of an - gels;
2 on - ly - be - got - ten Son of  the Fa - ther;
3 glo - 1y to God, glo - ry in the high - est;
4 we too will thith - er bend our joy - ful foot - steps;
5 who would not love  thee, lov - ing us so dear - ly?
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dore him, O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord.
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Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Reader Today, we gather to remember with the prophet Isaiah:

All

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon
his shoulders, and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good
news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."

We gather to once again bask in the glory of the Word made Flesh,
the light that has come into the world!



Reader

We light the Christ candle as a sign of the glory that came among us in

unexpected places and to unexpected people, that we may be people who

seek and follow the glory of the Christ child here and now.

Gloria Hymn 96 Angels we have heard on high
Vss. 1-3
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sing - ing sweet-ly through the night,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi- lee? Why these songs of hap - py cheer?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
4 See him in a man - ger laid whom the an-gels praise a - bove;
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and the moun-tains  in re - ply ech - o - ing their brave de - light.
What great bright-ness  did you see? What glad tid - ings  did you hear?
come, a - dore on bend - ed knee Christ, the Lord, the new - born King.
Ma - ry, Jo - seph, lend your aid, while we raise our hearts in love.
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The Collect of the Day The people stand or kneel.

Priest The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Priest  Let us pray.

God of grace and truth, whose word brings light to birth in the heart of a
darkening world which fears a love it cannot name: may flesh be blessed and
born anew by a truth which leaves the heavens and walks the waiting earth;
through Jesus Christ, the Word incarnate. Amen.

The people are seated.

Isaiah 52:7-10

A time of great joy as the Lord saves the people and brings deliverance to Jerusalem. The long
exile is at an end. The messenger proclaims the good news, “The Lord reigns.” The watchmen
of the city respond with shouts of triumph to see God'’s salvation.

How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news,
who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.

Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem;

for the LORD has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.



The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;

and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 98
A song of thanksgiving and praise to the victorious Lord, who has made righteousness known
and shown faithfulness to God’s people.

1 Sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done marvelous things.

2 With his right hand and his holy arm
has he won for himself the victory.

3 The LORD has made known his victory;
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the
nations.

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel,
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the King, the LORD.

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it,
the lands and those who dwell therein.

9 Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD,
when he comes to judge the earth.

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world
and the peoples with equity.



John 1:1-14

A hymn to the expression of God’s very being, God’s Word, who has now become flesh and
lived among us. Through the Word all things have their life. The Word is the light of all
humankind, and was witnessed to by John the Baptist. Although the world made by the
Word did not recognize the Word, those who believe in the Word have been given the right
to become children of God.

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as
a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.
He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet
the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his
own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of
man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily The Rev. Laurel Coote

After the sermon a brief silence is kept.



The Prayers of the People

The people stand or kneel.

Leader

People

Leader

People

Leader

People

Leader

People

Leader

People

Leader

People

Brothers and sisters, on this most holy day of our Lord’s birth,

let us pray for ourselves and all those in need of our prayers, saying:
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Eternal God, bless your holy church, that it may boldly proclaim the good
tidings of salvation to all the ends of the earth.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

For your servants in this congregation, that, nourished by your word and
holy sacraments, we may minister in faithfulness to you and in love to one
another.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

For peace in our troubled world, that the darkness of war and injustice
may be replaced by the light of peace and love.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

For those who travel during this holiday season, that their reunions and
celebrations may be occasions for joy, and that they return safely to their
homes and loved ones.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

For those who labor this day on behalf of others: doctors and nurses,
police officers and firefighters, gas station attendants, bus and taxi drivers,
those in the armed forces, and all those whose work prevents them from
sharing this day with those they love.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



Leader For those in need of our prayers: the homeless; the unemployed; the hungry;
those who are hospitalized or sick at home; those who are imprisoned in
body and soul; and those for whom this season is one not of joy but of
difficulty and sadness.

Lord, in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Leader In thanksgiving we remember before you, O Lord, those saints who bore
witness to the light, especially St. Dunstan and St. Andre. Grant that we may
persevere in the faith to which we have been called and at the end behold
your glory.

Lord, in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Leader Let us offer our prayers, thanksgivings, and names on our hearts today.
The people may add their own prayers.

Priest  All these things we ask in the name of him who came as the light in darkness
of our world, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace All stand.

Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The people exchange the peace with one another.

Christmas Greeting The people are seated.

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

Offertory Sentence

During the setting of the table a collection is taken to support the life and ministry at St.
Dunstan’s. The people’s offerings of bread, wine and money or other gifts will be brought to
the priest. The people stand while the offerings are presented. Offerings may also be made
online at www.stdcv.org

Priest Behold, the dwelling of God is with humankind. God will dwell with them,
9 and they shall be God’s people, and God will be with them, and be their God.



Offertory Hymn 87 Hark the herald angels sing Mendelsohn
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1 Hark! the her-ald an - gels sing glo - ry to the new - born King!
2 Christ, by high-est heaven a - dored; Christ, the ev - er - last - ing Lord;
3 Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin-ners rec - on - ciled!

late in time be - hold him come, off - spring of the Vir-gin’s womb.

born to raise us from the earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
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Joy - ful, all ye na - tions, rise, join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see; hail thein-car-nate De -i - ty.

Risen with heal-ing in  his wings, light and life to all he brings,
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with the an-gel - ic host pro-claim Christ is born in Beth - le - hem!
Pleased as man with us to dwell; Je-sus, our Em - man-u - el
hail, the Sun of Right-eous-ness! hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
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Hark! the her-ald  an - gels sing glo - ry to  the new-born King!
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The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B

l) Celebrant People
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The Lord be with you. And  al - so with you.
Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.

Celebrant
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People
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It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Priest  Itisright, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because you gave
Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of
the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his
mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive
power to become your children.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:

People Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.

Priest We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate

11 from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.



People

Priest

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before
you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks,

he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his coming in glory

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you,
gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring
us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of
our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Priest
People

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Priest breaks the consecrated bread.

Priest
People

Priest

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore, let us keep the feast.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All who come in faith seeking a deeper knowledge and love of Jesus Christ are welcome to
receive Holy Communion. Come forward to receive the bread in your open palm.

If you choose to receive the cup, gently guide the chalice to your lips by touching the base.

We are not able to allow the wafer to be dipped in the chalice.

Those who prefer to receive a blessing, or who choose not to receive the cup, may indicate

this by crossing their arms over their chest.

If you have a wheat sensitivity, you may ask the priest for a gluten-free wafer. You may have

communion brought to your seat by notifying an usher.

Prayers for yourself or another are available during Communion by a member of the
Daughters of the King in the back of the church near the Sacristy door.
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Hymn 79 O Little town of Bethlehem vss. 1-3,5 St. Louis

The Prayer After Communion the people stand or kneel

Priest Let us pray.
People Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
All Stand
Priest May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you
in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with
the light of his holiness. Amen.
May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth,
fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to
heaven, give you his peace and favor. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
Closing Hymn 107 Good Christian friends, rejoice In dulci jubilo
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1 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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Calls you one and calls you all to gain his - last - ing hall.
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give ye heed to  what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to - day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss; Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave: Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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He hath o-pened hea-ven’s door, and we are blest for ev - er-more.
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The Dismissal

Priest  Alleluia! Alleluia!
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!
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Sermon Notes
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St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church
28005 Robinson Canyon Road, Carmel, California 93923
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