
   

 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
  
 
 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

People  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
 
The Jubilate  Psalm 100 
 

People Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 

  serve the Lord with gladness 
  and come before his presence with a song. 
 

Know this: the Lord himself  is God; * 
  he himself  has made us, and we are his; 
  we are his people and the sheep of  his pasture. 
 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; * 
  give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
 

For the Lord is good; 
  his mercy is everlasting; * 
  and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 
 
 
Hymn 87  Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
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The Psalm   Psalm 96 Cantate Domino 

Sing to the Lord a new song; * 

    sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 
  

 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * 
    proclaim the good news of  his salvation from day to day. 
  

 Declare his glory among the nations * 
    and his wonders among all peoples. 
  

 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 
    he is more to be feared than all gods. 
  

 As for all the gods of  the nations, they are but idols; * 
    but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 
  

 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of  his presence! * 
    Oh, the power and the splendor of  his sanctuary! 
  

 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of  the peoples; * 
    ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
  

 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * 
    bring offerings and come into his courts. 
  

 Worship the Lord in the beauty of  holiness; * 
    let the whole earth tremble before him. 
  

 Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is King! * 
    he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
    he will judge the peoples with equity.” 
  

 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
    let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
  

 Then shall all the trees of  the wood shout for joy 
    before the Lord when he comes, * 
    when he comes to judge the earth. 
  

 He will judge the world with righteousness * 
    and the peoples with his truth. 
 
  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
       as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 
 
The Old Testament Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of  deep darkness—on them light has shined. 
 

You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 

For the yoke of  their burden, and the bar across their shoulders,  
the rod of  their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of  Midian. 
 

For all the boots of  the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire. 
 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named Wonderful Counselor,  
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace. 
 

His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of  
David and his kingdom.  
 

He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
onward and forevermore. The zeal of  the LORD of  hosts will do this. 

 

Reader The Word of  the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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The Song of  Zechariah  Luke 1:68-79 Benedictus Dominus Deus 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of  Israel; * 

 he has come to his people and set them free. 
 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
 born of  the house of  his servant David. 
 

Through his holy prophets he promised of  old,  
that he would save us from our enemies, *  
  from the hands of  all who hate us. 
 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers *  
 and to remember his holy covenant. 
 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
 to set us free from the hands of  our enemies, 
 

Free to worship him without fear, * 
 holy and righteous in his sight all the days of  our life. 
 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of  the Most High, * 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
 

To give his people knowledge of  salvation *  
 by the forgiveness of  their sins. 
 

In the tender compassion of  our God * 
 the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  
 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of  death, * 
 and to guide our feet into the way of  peace. 
 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Epistle   Titus 2:11-14 

 For the grace of  God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce 

impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 
upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of  the 
glory of  our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself  for us that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself  a people of  his own who 
are zealous for good deeds. 

 

Reader The Word of  the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel   Luke 2:1—14  
 
Priest The Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.   

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor  
of  Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town  
of  Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of  David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of  David. He went to be registered with Mary,  
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there,  
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son  
and wrapped him in bands of  cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no  
place for them in the inn. 
 
 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. Then an angel of  the Lord stood before them, and the glory of  the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid;  
for see—I am bringing you good news of  great joy for all the people: to you is born t 
his day in the city of  David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign  
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of  cloth and lying in a manger.”  
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of  the heavenly host, praising God  
and saying, 

    “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 

Priest The Gospel of  the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  

 
 

Christmas Reflection 
 

 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth; 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
     He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again. 
     He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of  saints,  
     the forgiveness of  sins the resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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Hymn 83 v. 1-3, 6     O Come All Ye Faithful 
 

 
 
 
 

The Prayers 
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Officiant Let us pray. 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

  
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord. 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
 

V.  Clothe your ministers with righteousness. 
R.  Let your people sing with joy. 
 

V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world. 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
 

V.  Lord, keep this nation under your care. 
R. And guide us in the way of  justice and truth. 
 

V.  Let your way be known upon earth. 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
 

V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten. 
R. Nor the hope of  the poor be taken away. 
 

V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God. 
R.  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
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The Collect of  the Day  
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Officiant Let us pray. 

 O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of  the true Light: 

Grant that we, who have known the mystery of  that Light on earth, may also enjoy him 
perfectly in heaven, where with you and the Holy Spirit, he lives and reigns, one God,  

 in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
A Collect for Peace 

 O God, the author of  peace and lover of  concord, to know you is eternal life and to 

serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of  our 
enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of  any 
adversaries; through the might of  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
Officiant I invite your intercessions and thanksgivings at this time. 
 
 
A Christmas Prayer 

We come to adore you, little one.  

On bended knee, with hopeful heart, 
and eyes stretched wide with wonder and awe. 
The gentleness of  your gaze draws us into the mystery of  all that lies beyond,  
and in that place of  falling into joy we yield all that we are to you. 
 
And we pray. For those who are broken, those who seek, 
the trembling and the rumbling tummies, the haggard spirits and the ragged lives.  
For those who cling to the last best thing, and those whose hearts pine for love.  
We commend to you especially those we have named today. 
 
Bless us, O Lord, whom we adore,  
and turn our faces ever toward you. 
For peace, for mercy, for the sake of  all that is holy.  
We come to adore you, O Christ. 
Amen. 
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The General Thanksgiving  
 

People Almighty God, Father of  all mercies,  

 we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
 for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
 to us and to all whom you have made.  
  

 We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
 and all the blessings of  this life;  
 but above all for your immeasurable love  
 in the redemption of  the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
 for the means of  grace, and for the hope of  glory.  
  

 And, we pray, give us such an awareness of  your mercies,  
 that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
 not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, 

and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
 
Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Officiant The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of  God,  
   and the fellowship of  the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 
 
 
 
Hymn 107 Good Christians All Rejoice 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church celebrates God’s diverse creation  

and strives to build an inclusive community that welcomes everyone, no matter age, gender, sexual identity,  
culture, ethnicity, economic status, or ability. 
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WE HOPE YOU FIND YOURS HERE 
Here is a place that is ancient and new, a faith that we hold going back to Jesus, back to his 
spiritual ancestors, back to those who walked the earth and found holy ground. And what we do is 
often based on really ancient patterns—worship and music; loving service to the poor, the hurting, 
the lonely; working for justice and peace; lively, fearless education and formation of  minds and 
souls. And that faith is also completely contemporary, engaged in the culture and the needs of  the 
moment. 
 

WHAT WE ARE FOR 
 

The dignity and worth of  every person. An open minded, passionate commitment to truth. The 
importance of  everyone’s own spiritual journey. God’s friends wherever we find them. Seeking 
Christ in every person who comes through the door. The sacredness of  life’s rites of  passage. The 
value of  community. The hard work necessary to make sure that all are welcomed. Telling the 
truth about life’s challenges. A “user-friendly” church experience. Children, youth and families. We 
believe that God is love, and we pray that God will use us to spread that love. 
 
 

WHAT WE ARE AGAINST 
 

Claiming to have all the answers. Elitism and exclusivism, especially in church. Bigotry for any 
reason. Authoritarianism. Indifference to injustice and suffering. Certitude in the face of  
ambiguity and superficial answers to hard questions. Boring sermons, bad music and general 
cluelessness. (So, God help us, because we don’t always avoid these!) 
 
 

WHAT WE VALUE 
 

Community, open hearts, open minds, open arms. Faith. Fortitude. Staying current, but equally 
staying rooted in tradition. Reason and honesty. Civic responsibility. Debate that allows for mutual 
respect. Music and beauty for their own sake. Joy in God’s creation. Anyone who makes an effort 
to get to know and follow Jesus. 

 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Originally written by the people of St. Bartholomew’s, New York, this statement has been modified for our use with their permission.  

 


