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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

The congregation is invited to observe silence during the prelude out of respect for those who wish to pray. 
 

 

Processional Hymn  
 
Priest Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; 
People God’s mercy endures for ever.   

Priest Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you  

 no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of  
 your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your  
 holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

Hymn 315 Thou, who at thy first Eucharist didst pray             Song I 

  

Thou, who at thy first Eucharist didst pray 
that all thy Church might be for ever one, 
grant us at every Eucharist to say 
with longing heart and soul, “Thy will be done.” 
O may we all one bread, one body be, 
through this blest sacrament of unity. 
 
For all thy Church, O Lord, we intercede; 
make thou our sad divisions soon to cease; 
draw us the nearer each to each, we plead, 
by drawing all to thee, O Prince of Peace; 
thus may we all one bread, one body be, 
through this blest sacrament of unity. 
 
So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease, 
may we be one with all thy Church above, 
one with thy saints in one unbroken peace, 
one with thy saints in one unbounded love; 
more blessèd still, in peace and love to be 
one with the Trinity in Unity. 
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Priest The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Priest Let us pray. 

 Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted  

 the Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it 
 thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries 
 gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives and reigns with you and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
 
 

Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 
Instructions are given, and the meaning of the Passover meal is told: it is a remembrance and reenactment of 
Israel’s beginnings as a people when they were saved out of slavery in Egypt. The details indicate that several 
different traditions stand behind the Passover memorial. Perhaps it was the Israelites’ attempts to keep 
ancient spring rites, derived from their shepherding and agricultural backgrounds, which caused the 
Egyptians to persecute them. With these traditions the story of God’s judgment on Egypt and victory for 
God’s people has become richly entwined. 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark 

for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 
Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to 
take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too 
small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one;  
the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 
This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 
For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of 
Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you 
on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no 
plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as  
a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as  
a perpetual ordinance. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 116:1, 10-17 Dilexi, quoniam 
An offering of thanksgiving and praise by one who has been rescued from death. 

1  I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 

  because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
10 How shall I repay the LORD * 
  for all the good things he has done for me? 
11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
  and call upon the Name of the LORD. 
12 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *  
  in the presence of all his people. 
13 Precious in the sight of the LORD *  
  is the death of his servants. 
14 O LORD, I am your servant; * 
  I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;  
  you have freed me from my bonds. 
15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *  
  and call upon the Name of the LORD. 
16 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *  
  in the presence of all his people, 
17 In the courts of the LORD’s house, *  
  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah! 

 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
Paul recalls the tradition he received concerning the supper of the Lord on the night he was betrayed.  
The apostle reminds the Corinthians, who have shown an alarming tendency to divide up into factions,  
of the message he first delivered to them.  

I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus  

on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had  
given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this  
in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you  
drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink  
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 5 

 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
Jesus washes his disciples’ feet during his last meal with them. This action symbolizes the love and humility  
of Christ in stooping down to wash those whom he loves from their sins. He has set for them an example,  
for he must soon depart. His disciples are to be characterized by servant love for one another. 
 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 

depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that 
the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God  
and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a 
towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came 
to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus 
answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash 
you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only 
but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does  
not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, 
though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he 
said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, 
he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher 
and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set 
you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell 
you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the 
one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
 

Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified  
in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and 
will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will 
look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, `Where I am going,  
you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Sermon The Rev. John Saville 

After the sermon a brief silence is kept.  

 

 
 

 
  
 

The Prayers of  the People  Standing or kneeling. Intercessions for the Christian People 

Leader On this holy night we dine together as the body of Christ, and at the table come 
to love and serve one another.  On this holy night, then, let us pray for the church 
and the world, saying: “Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.” 

 

 For the whole church of God, that it may grow in unity and servanthood: 

 Lord, in your mercy, 
People Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader For our congregation, that in these holy days we may grown in love for one 
another and for all people: Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader For those who will be baptized at Easter, that they may rejoice in their passage 
through death into new life: Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader For all the leaders and people of the world, that reconciliation and peace may 
overcome conflict and oppression: Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader For the hungry in body or spirit, that they may be fed: Lord, in your mercy, 
People Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader For the sick and those in pain, for the lonely and the forgotten, for the dying  
 and all who mourn, that they may know the full extent of God’s love for them: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
People Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader In thanksgiving for the saints and martyrs and for all the faithful departed who 
join us at your table of grace: Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 
 

Priest O God, into your love we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,  

 through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
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Confession of Sin  
Priest Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,  

  word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
 We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
 We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.   
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  
 that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,  
  to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 
The Absolution 

Priest   Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our  

 Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  
 the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
 

The Peace  All stand. 

Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 The people exchange the peace with one another. 
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Mark 14:32-42   

And they went to a place called Gethsem’ane; and he said to his disciples,  

“Sit here while I pray.” He took with him Peter and James and John,  
and began to be distressed and agitated. And he said to them,  
“I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.”  
 

And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that,  
if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, “Abba, Father,  
for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want,  
but what you want.” He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, 
“Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep awake and 
pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing,  
but the flesh is weak.” And again he went away and prayed, saying the same 
words. And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were  
very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. He came a third time  
and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest?  Enough!  
The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.  
Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.”  

 
 

The ministers and people depart in silence. 
 

The Watch begins. 
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St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church 
28005 Robinson Canyon Road, Carmel, California 93923 

(831) 624-6646  office(at)stdcv.org 

 
stdcv.org 

WE HOPE YOU FIND YOURS HERE 
Here is a place that is ancient and new, a faith that we hold going back to Jesus, back to his 
spiritual ancestors, back to those who walked the earth and found holy ground. And what 
we do is often based on really ancient patterns—worship and music; loving service to the 
poor, the hurting, the lonely; working for justice and peace; lively, fearless education and 
formation of minds and souls. And that faith is also completely contemporary, engaged in 
the culture and the needs of the moment. 
 

WHAT WE ARE FOR 
 

The dignity and worth of every person. An open minded, passionate commitment to truth. 
The importance of everyone’s own spiritual journey. God’s friends wherever we find them. 
Seeking Christ in every person who comes through the door. The sacredness of life’s rites 
of passage. The value of community. The hard work necessary to make sure that all are 
welcomed. Telling the truth about life’s challenges. A “user-friendly” church experience. 
Children, youth and families. We believe that God is love, and we pray that God will use us 
to spread that love. 

WHAT WE ARE AGAINST 
 

Claiming to have all the answers. Elitism and exclusivism, especially in church. Bigotry for 
any reason. Authoritarianism. Indifference to injustice and suffering. Certitude in the face 
of ambiguity and superficial answers to hard questions. Boring sermons, bad music and 
general cluelessness. (So, God help us, because we don’t always avoid these!) 
 

WHAT WE VALUE 
 

Community, open hearts, open minds, open arms. Faith. Fortitude. Staying current, but 
equally staying rooted in tradition. Reason and honesty. Civic responsibility. Debate that 
allows for mutual respect. Music and beauty for their own sake. Joy in God’s creation. 
Anyone who makes an effort to get to know and follow Jesus. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Originally written by the people of St. Bartholomew’s, New York, this statement has been modified for our use with their permission.  


